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Brian BURDEKIN AO

 National Human Rights Institutions

 Business and Human Rights

 The Convention against Torture

 How to get a UN job

Brian Burdekin is Visiting Professor at the Raoul Wallenberg Institute in 
Sweden, International Adviser to National Human Rights Institutions in Africa, 
Asia and Central and Eastern Europe, and lectures widely on the role of 
NHRIs. He was appointed Professorial Visiting Fellow at the University of New 
South Wales Faculty of Law in 2008.
 
From 1995 to 2003, as Special Adviser on National Institutions, Regional 
Arrangements and Preventive Strategies to the first three United Nations 
High Commissioners for Human Rights, he conducted over 200 missions to 
countries in Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America where governments or 
civil society wanted to create an independent Human Rights Commission. 
In the past 25 years he has helped to establish such Commissions in over 70 
countries.
 
Prior to taking up his appointment with the United Nations, Professor 
Burdekin was,  f rom 1986 to 1994,  the f i r s t  Federal  Human Rights 
Commissioner of Australia. In this capacity he conducted major national 
inquiries into the systemic abuse of particularly vulnerable groups – 
including the homeless, mentally ill and people with disabilities. In 1990-‘91 
he was one of the key figures involved in drafting the United Nations 
principles prescribing the minimum standards for National Human Rights 
Institutions (the “Paris Principles”), subsequently adopted by the UN General 
Assembly.
 
From 1976 to 1986 he served as Principal Advisor to a former Australian 
Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, Trade Minister, Minister for Federal-
State Relations and the Federal Attorney General. Prior to this he was a 
diplomat and lawyer.
 
In 1995, Professor Burdekin was made an Officer of the Order of Australia for 
his services to human rights both in Australia and in other countries. He is 
generally considered to be the leading international expert on National 
Human Rights Institutions.
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